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To Our  Donors and Volunteers: 
 
Thank you for all you do behind the scenes to make each  
CUTC production possible. You are appreciated, and I know 
you don’t hear those words often enough. If not for you,  
our stage would be empty and the theatre dark. Thanks for  
making the magic happen for our actors and audience members 
each performance.  
 
You are a huge part of every show, and we would not be  
successful without you!  
 
Very best,  
Kelly Nowlin  
Executive Director 
Champaign Urbana Theatre Company 

 

 
GETTING TO KNOW THE STAFF 

 

Cindy Kelly (Artist/Mentor Coordinator) has helped serve as the Artist/Mentor 

Coordinator this year, and has served in this role for the last three Penguin projects. 

Cindy is always very humbled to help with the production and be part of the magic 

that is the Penguin Project. Cindy feels blessed to be a part of the Penguin Project. 

Congratulations to the Penguins and their mentors for another magical year.  

Go Penguins! 

 

McKenna Carrell (Artist/Mentor Coordinator) has loved getting to meet all  

of the participants and watch them form awesome friendships! This is her first  

time working with The Penguin Project, but she has had so much fun! Outside  

of Penguin Project, she works as a life skills special education teacher at Centennial 

High School. 

 

Beth Caughlin (Stage Manager) has been working with the Penguin Project since 
the first show, Aladdin.  She has immensely enjoyed working with the incredible 
staff and amazing artists and mentors.  It has been a very rewarding adventure, 
watching over the years as the artists make friends, gain confidence, and grow in so 
many ways.  She hopes you enjoy the show as much as she does. 
 
Sam Krueger (Lighting Designer) is a sophomore at Urbana High School. In their 
time at UHS they have performed in the productions of Heathers and Anastasia as 
well as doing lights for Still Life with Iris and UPD’s production of Newsies. She 
has had a great time working with Jacki again after acting in her 2016 Journey of a 
Noble Gnarble at Class Act. 
 
Declan O’Connor (Lighting Designer/Spotlight Operator) is a sophomore at   
Urbana High School who has done lights on 5 UHS productions, Songs for a  
New World, MuThVaSh, Heathers, Still Life and Iris, and Anastasia and UPD’s  
production of Newsies. 
 
Mo Scher (Lighting Designer) is a sophomore at Urbana High School. They have 
done lights for 4 UHS productions including MuThVaSh, Heathers, Still Life and 

Iris, and Anastasia. They also helped out with UPD’s production of Newsies. She is 

so excited for you to see the work they and the rest of the team  have done. 

Why is it called  
The Penguin Project? 

 
The origin of the name “Penguin Project” comes from the unique 
characteristics of penguins. They are extremely playful and curious, 
and work well together. More importantly, they have a “disability”  
that distinguishes them from other birds – they can't fly!!  



 
 

PENGUIN PROJECT STAFF 
 

DIRECTOR      Jaclyn Loewenstein  

MUSIC DIRECTOR    Penny Stephenson-Woolwine 

CHOREOGRAPHER   Courtney Davies  

COSTUME DESIGN    Patti Booth-Hodges 

ASST. MUSIC DIRECTOR 

& SOUND OPERATOR   Madelyn Childress  

LIGHT DESIGN/OPERATORS  Sam Krueger  

     Mo Scher   

     Declan O’Connor 

      

SOUND DESIGN     Breanna Morton Whittum  

CAPTIONS    Matt Childress 

STAGE MANAGER   Beth Caughlin 

MENTOR COORDINATORS  Cindy Kelly, McKenna Carrell 

PROPS     Katie Crull 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS  Jennifer Goran, Maggie Flanigan  

     Natalie Caughlin 

 

 
 

GETTING TO KNOW THE STAFF 
 
Jaclyn Loewenstein (Director) is grateful to Kelly Nowlin and CUTC for  
introducing the Penguin Project to our community in 2016. She is active  
throughout CU as a director, acting instructor, audition coach, producer and actor 
and works most regularly with the Station Theatre, CUTC, Countryside School, 
Academy High, and her own performing arts studio, Class Act. Many thanks to 
the entire staff, artists, mentors and their families for their support and dedication 
to Pure Imagination. 
 
Courtney Davies (Choreographer) is a special education teacher at Centennial 
High School and has been with the district for 13 years. She is married and has 
two daughters who are six and two. Although she doesn't have a background in 
theater, Courtney has a love of everything dance. She has enjoyed her time at  
Penguin Project rehearsals, developing great relationships with the artists,  
mentors and other staff.  
 
Penny Stephenson-Woolwine (Music Director) is in her 7th year of teaching at 

Holy Cross School in Champaign, IL. Throughout her 20+ years of teaching and 

music directing she has worked with all grades PreK through 12. She has also 

directed and music directed several shows including Anything Goes, Oliver, and 

most recently Peter Pan Jr. This is her first year with the Penguin Project and 

feels honored to have the opportunity to work with such great artists, mentors,  

and staff. 
 
 

Tim began serving on the board last September. Even though his  

service was less than a year, his humor, problem-solving, and positivity 

were greatly appreciated. Tim saw an opportunity to provide theatre  

experiences to middle school students at St. Matthew School and  

started the Drama Club there in 2010. Tim had a passion for community 

theatre, and we are grateful that he chose to invest his time in our  

organization. His daughter Maggie continues his legacy as a CUTC 

board member, stage hand, and as a Penguin Project production assistant.  

In Memoriam  
Timothy Flanagin 

June 4, 1959– July 23, 2022 

Tim with Susan Curtis in CUTC’s 2018 
production of  

You Can’t Take it With You. 

We lost one of CUTC’s most dedicated and beloved family members 

this past year. Bob Weber loved community theatre, and his life 

reflected that passion. He was a member of our board and served in 

many roles multiple times, including producer, master electrician, 

flying crew, sound crew, production coordinator, set designer, lighting 

crew, technical director, stage manager, lighting designer, and set 

construction. He also acted in dozens of Murder Mysteries and led the 

construction of the interior of two scene shops. Without a doubt, CUTC 

is a better organization because of  Bob’s work. Our loss is huge, but 

we know his impact will be felt for many years to come because of the 

countless lives he enriched.  

In Memoriam  
 

Robert Weber  
February 20, 1948– July 16, 2021 



  

 

 
 

GETTING TO KNOW THE MENTORS 
 

Alyssa Neubauer (with Katherine Powell) is a first-time mentor with Penguin 
Project and a freshman at University Laboratory High School. Alyssa has been a 
member of CPD's Frozen Jr., Seussical Jr., and Beauty and the Beast Jr. Her  
favorite songs in Pure Imagination are "Hola Lola" and "Oh the Thinks You Can 
Think" because of their energetic choreography. She can be spotted wearing  
yellow and black striped bee socks! 
 
Jordan Rinkenberger (floating mentor) is super happy to be a floater in his first 
Penguin Project! He is a freshman at Champaign Central High School and has 
been doing community theater since age six. This summer, you may have seen 
him as Eddie Souther in CUTC's Sister Act, Ryan Evans in CPD's High School 
Musical, and Mad Hatter/Featured Dancer in CUTC's Shrek the Musical! Jordan 
wishes to thank you for coming out and supporting the Penguin Project! 
 
Sam Ryan (with Leland Schauber) is a sophomore at Central High School. His 
first Penguin Project was in 2019 while mentoring Leland's sister, Summer. He 
has also been involved in many other musical theater performances. He really 
enjoys being a part of this show and working with the incredible Penguins has 
been the highlight of his summer. He hopes to do more Penguin Project shows  
in the future. 
 
Ivy Santeler (with Sarah Evans) is a first-time mentor. She is a junior at Urbana 
High School and is new to theater, but has taken part in productions at UHS over 
the last year. She looks forward to future years of theater with the Penguin Project 
and more! 
 
Sierra Smith (with Serena Hamilton) is thrilled to be involved with her first  
Penguin Project production! Sierra enjoys doing theatre in her spare time, and  
her favorite past productions include her role as Ali in Central's Mamma Mia and 
Mary Patrick in CUTC's Sister Act. She is incredibly thankful for this experience 
and hopes to work with Penguin Project again in the future! 
 
Adsen Tarr (with Mia Frederick) is a first-time mentor and is so excited to  
present what we've been working on! Adsen is a freshman at Central High School 
and has been in CUTC's Annie as Tessie and CUTC's Sister Act as ensemble. 
 
Finley Tarr (with Josie Lee) is a first-time mentor and a 6th grader at Franklin. 
You might recognize her as Trunchbull from Matilda Jr. last spring with CPD. 
She has performed in various Class Act productions since 2018, most recently  
this summer in Sally Sells Seashells. A performing highlight was with The  
Builders Group at Krannert in Urbana and BAM in New York. Being a part of  
the Penguin Project has been a great experience! 
 
Safa Thameem (with Cecilia Taylor) is a mentor in the Penguin Project for the 
first time and loves being a part of the journey. Safa is a freshman at Centennial 
High School, and she loves all things music and plays the violin! Safa enjoys 
singing and dancing and can't wait to be in more Penguin Project productions. 
 



 
 

GETTING TO KNOW THE MENTORS 
 

Eve Foley (with Summer Schauber) is a first-time mentor and a junior here  
at Urbana High School. She has done local theater, including Class Act,   
Fun Home at the Station Theatre and CUTC’s Annie.  
 
Laney Heggemeyer (with Maxwell Morgan) is a first-time mentor and has had a 
fantastic time! Laney performs in shows and is in charge of tech at Central High 
School. You may have seen her in Mamma Mia at Central as Tanya or Laney's 
lighting design and operation in Little Shop of Horrors or Rumors (both Central). 
 
Kelly Hong (with Preston Hodges) is a junior at Champaign Central High School. 
She is involved in theatre, plays the drums in marching band and jazz band,  
and loves to listen to KPop. She has enjoyed getting to know her Penguin  
(Go Preston!) and being a part of such a great cast and show! 
 
Brady Hong (with Preston Hodges) is a freshman at Champaign Central High 
School. He plays the saxophone in band at school and enjoys musical theatre  
and film making. He thanks everyone for working so hard and hopes you all  
enjoy the show! 
 
Amelia Isaacs (with Alex Tartakovsky) is a first-time mentor, and they have  
enjoyed mentoring and meeting new friends through the CUTC Penguin Project. 
Amelia is a junior at Urbana High School who has never been in a show before 
but is happy that Pure Imagination with the Penguin Project is their first one. 
 
Miranda Isaacs (with Isannah Scott) is a first-time mentor and is really enjoying 
it. Miranda is an 8th grader at Uni High and has been doing theatre for a really 
long time. She is currently doing Much Ado About Nothing at Uni High. Her  
past shows include Footloose, Moana, Annie, and many more. 
 
Phoenix Langley (with Madeline Osterbur) is a junior at Academy High in 
Champaign. He has previously been seen as Uncle Wes in Footloose, the drag 
queen in Sister Act, Snyder "The spider" in Newsies, and will soon be in the  
upcoming production of The Addams Family by the Champaign Park District. He 
loves gymnastics, acting, drawing, skating, and spending time with his animals,  
as well as learning about anatomy for his dream job, a cardiovascular surgeon. 
 
Kellyn Morber (with Colleen Hoerner) is a first-time mentor and a freshman at 
Parkland College. Previous roles include Urleen in Footloose, Little Red in Into 
the Woods, and a Nun in CUTC's Sister Act and an orphan/Annie understudy in 
CUTC’s Annie. She is beyond excited for the audience to witness the artists' hard 
work and talent! 
 
Rain Needham (with Reagan Aston) is a first-time mentor in the Penguin Project 
but has participated in several school theater productions in previous years. They 
are a sophomore at Academy High School and enjoy activities such as art, theater, 
playing D&D, and dying their hair. 
 
 

THE SONGS & THE CAST OF CHARACTERS: 

  
Photography and recording of any kind is strictly prohibited.  

 
Song commentary by Chloe Briskin. 

 

“Pure Imagination” from Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka JR. 
Music and Lyrics by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley 

Adapted for the stage 
 by Leslie Bricusse and Timothy Allen McDonald 

Heather Lowe as Willy Wonka & The Cast 
 

First introduced in Roald Dahl’s 1964 book, the character of Willy 
Wonka really thinks outside the box in a new reality that defies  
explanation. He invites us to look around and imagine the world in a 
different light. 
 

“Oh, The Thinks You Can Think” from Seussical KIDS 
Music by Stephen Flaherty, Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens 

Book by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty 
Madeline Osterbur as The Cat in the Hat & The Cast 

 

In Seussical, classic Dr. Seuss characters come together for a trip on a 
ship to the Vipper of Vipp or the Solla Sollew!  In our thoughts, Solla 
Sollew is the magical promised land of happiness. 
 

“We’re in a Play” from Elephant & Piggie’s  
“We Are In A Play!” JR. 

Music by Deborah Wicks La Puma, Book and Lyrics by Mo Willems 
Chloe Briskin as Gerald the Elephant, Reagan Aston as Piggie,  

Bailey as Sammi Squirrelle, Izzy Gonzalez as Ice Cream Penguin; 
Kate Powell as Banana Girl 

The Squirrelles:  Sarah Evans, Colleen Hoerner,  
Hazel Rempe Malekin and Summer Schauber  

 

This new musical is based on the children's book series by bestselling 
author Mo Willems, who has received six Emmy Awards for his work 
on Sesame Street. This song celebrates the fun of having an audience! 
We hope you’ll clap and sing with us! 
 

“Beauty and the Beast” from Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR. 
Music by Alan Menken, Lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, 

Book by Linda Woolverton 
Serena Hamilton as Mrs. Potts 

 

This “tale as old as time” ballad won an Academy Award in 1991 for 
Best Original Song.  
Fun Fact: Angela Lansbury reluctantly sang this song in one take for 
the movie soundtrack. 

  
 
 
 



THE SONGS & THE CAST OF CHARACTERS: 

 
“Different” from HONK! JR. 

 Music by George Stiles, Book and Lyrics by Anthony Drewe 
Alex Tartakovsky as Ugly Duckling 

 

The song celebrates being different (The Ugly Duckling story) since 
being different isn't a bad thing at all.   

 
“Hola, Lola” from Dear Edwina JR. 

Music by Zina Goldrich, Book and Lyrics by Marcy Heisler 
Summer Nagele as Edwina, Summer Schauber as Lola,  

Preston Hodges as Harry 
Harry’s Family: Isannah Scott (Harry’s mother), Chloe Briskin,  

Bailey Graham, Josie Lee, Cecilia Taylor 
 

“Hola Lola” is a song about remembering to say “hello” to people 
who may need a friendly face. We use multilingual lyrics to welcome  
everybody.  
Fun Fact: our Penguin Project director, Jacki, directed the first staged 
reading of Dear Edwina with Broadway performers in 1998. 

 
“In Summer” from Disney’s Frozen JR. 

  Music and Lyrics by Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez, 
Book by Jennifer Lee 

Leland Schauber as Olaf & The Cast 
 

Queen Elsa creates Olaf the Snowman to keep the memory of her  
childhood happiness alive. Olaf imagines what it's like when summer 
does arrive, and what he would do if he ever gets the opportunity to 
experience it.   

 
“Maybe” from Annie JR. 

 Music by Charles Strouse, Lyrics by Martin Charnin,  
Book by Thomas Meehan 

Colleen Hoerner as Annie 
 

In this song, Annie soothes her friend Molly.  It conveys longing, hope, 
and wistful projections about her lost family.  
Fun Fact: six of our current Penguin Project mentors played orphans 
in CUTC’s 2018 production of Annie. 
 

“I Won’t Grow Up” from Peter Pan JR. 
Music by Morris “Moose” Charlap, Lyrics by Carolyn Leigh, 

Additional Music by Jule Styne, Additional Lyrics by Betty Comden 
and Adolph Green 

 

Sophia Tomaso as Peter Pan, Chloe Briskin as John, Ethan Shelden 
as Curley, Mia Frederick and Hazel Rempe Malekin as The Twins, 

Preston Hodges as Slightly & The Cast 
 
 

 
 

GETTING TO KNOW THE MENTORS 
 
Minna Adoni (with Josie Lee) is a first-time mentor at the Penguin Project,  
and she loves it! She's in eighth grade at Countryside School and enjoys  
playing volleyball and basketball. She can't wait to participate in future  
Penguin Project productions!  
 
Noreen Adoni (with Sophia Tomaso) is thrilled to be a mentor for the second 
time! She is a junior at Uni High and has loved doing theatre from a young 
age. One of her most memorable theatre experiences was playing Annie in 
CUTC's Annie when she was twelve years old. She was touched watching  
the Penguin Project production of Aladdin and wanted to join the amazing 
community. Noreen is so grateful for Sophia and always amazed by her  
kindness and talent! 
 
Zoya Ahmad (with Ethan Shelden) is a senior at University Laboratory High 
School, where she currently playing Beatrice in Shakespeare’s Much Ado 
About Nothing (Oct. 6-8). This is her first Penguin Project, and she has loved 
every second of it. She loves to perform in her school's productions, and she 
plans to further pursue theater/acting in college. 
 
Audra Bell (with Summer Schauber) is a first-time mentor and having so 
much fun with Penguin Project. She is a freshman at Mahomet Seymour High 
School and is in marching band! 
 
Maggi Booth-Hodges (with Brendan Schall) Maggi is a junior this year at 
UHS. They have been in two previous Penguin Project productions, High 
School Musical, Jr. in 2018 and Frozen, Jr. in 2019. They love PP and are 
happy to be mentoring again after the long COVID break. They have been  
acting their whole life, with this show being the 30th production completed. 
From Maggi and the rest of the cast, Enjoy the Show! 
 
Mallory Borden (with Heather Lowe) is a first-time mentor and has really 
enjoyed being a part of Penguin Project. Mallory is a sixth-grader at Edison 
Middle School, and her favorite thing to do is competitive swim. You may 
have seen her in CPD's Jungle Book, Jr. as Kaa the Snake or as a big kid in 
CPD's Matilda, Jr. 
 
Lyndley Carlson (with Izzy Gonzalez) is in seventh grade at Jefferson Middle 
School and is enjoying her first year as a mentor with Penguin Project.  
Previously, she has been part of the cast in CUTC's Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, CUTC's The Wizard of Oz, and Jefferson Middle 
School's The Lion King, Jr. When she's not on the stage, you'll usually find her 
playing softball or racing in the pool. 
 
June Coleman (with Chloe Briskin) is a first-year mentor with the Penguin 
Project! She's been in many past musicals and plays put on by this show's  
director, Jaclyn Loewenstein, and CUTC, some of which include Molly in 
CUTC's Annie, the Coroner in CUTC's Wizard of Oz, and various smaller  
productions with Class Act. June is an eighth grader at Mahomet-Seymour 
Junior High. She can't wait to help put on an awesome show! 
 
 



 
 

GETTING TO KNOW THE ARTISTS 
 
Leland Schauber is a freshman at Monticello High School, and this is his second 
show with Penguin Project. He loved playing Olaf in Frozen. Since then, he has 
participated in comedy classes with Class Act and a show choir camp called 
Showstoppers. Leland enjoys VR and playing with his cats, Bootsie and Jasper. 
 
Summer Schauber is a sophomore at Monticello High School. She appeared 
previously with Penguin Project in Frozen. Summer would like to act in CUTC's 
Murder Mysteries when she is old enough. She loves to write stories and play 
with her cats, Bootsie and Jasper. 
 
Isannah Scott is in her 4th production with Penguin Project. Each year she  
enjoys it more and more. She has played Mama Fa in Mulan, a thespian in High 
School Musical, and Middle Elsa, a troll, and a dancer in Frozen Jr. She is  
grateful for her buddy and new friend Miranda, all the other artists and buddies, 
and the leadership. There is no place Isannah would rather be! Her whole family 
is grateful to CUTC for getting behind this project and making it a success. 
 
Ethan Shelden is appearing in his third Penguin Project production after High 
School Musical and Frozen. He is a senior at Urbana High School. Ethan enjoys 
playing Minecraft and has a large Thomas the Tank Engine collection. He loves 
rock and Christian music, but he also enjoys listening to current and past songs 
from Penguin productions. The best part of the Penguin Project for him is the 
many new friends he has made since he started. 
 
Alex Tartakovsky is 15 years old and a sophomore at Urbana High School. This 
is his fifth role in Penguin Project; he has previously played the Sultan in Aladdin, 
Captain Shang in Mulan, Troy Bolton in High School Musical, and Kristof in 
Frozen. He is grateful for his mentor Amelia. Alex is very serious about school 
and has become a straight-A student. He plays piano and trombone. Alex was 
diagnosed with autism when he was two and did not speak until almost five. 
 
Cecilia Taylor attends Parkland College and is a veteran of the Penguin Project. 
She has been in Frozen, Aladdin, and Mulan. She's happy to be back on stage! 
 
Sophia Tomaso is so happy Penguin Project is back. She is in the Young  
Adult Program, and this is her fifth production. She was Oaken in Frozen, the  
Matchmaker and Emperor in Mulan, a student in High School Musical, and a  
Narrator in Aladdin. Sophia wants to thank Noreen for being a great mentor  
and friend and is grateful for everyone who came to see her perform.  
She loves you all! 
 

 
 

  THE SONGS & THE CAST OF CHARACTERS  
 

Peter Pan is the boy who won’t grow up, even though he came to life 
more than 100 years ago in a novel by Scottish author J. M Barrie. 
Peter says dreams do come true if we only wish hard enough, for all 
the world is made of faith, trust, and pixie dust! 

 
“The Tummy Song” from Disney’s Winnie the Pooh JR. 

Music and Lyrics by Richard M. Sherman, Robert B. Sherman,  
Robert Lopez and Kristen Anderson-Lopez,  

Music Adapted & Arranged and Additional Music & Lyrics  
by Will Van Dyke, Book and Additional Lyrics by Cheryl Davis 
Maxwell Morgan as Pooh, Ethan Shelden as Pooh’s Tummy 

The Bees: Josie Lee, Kate Powell & Isannah Scott 
 

Pooh Bear takes care of his tummy, by never forgetting to eat.  He lis-
tens to that rumbly in his tummy. Fun Fact: the character of Winnie 
the Pooh was inspired by a real bear from Winnipeg, Canada, in 1914. 

 
“Revolting Children” from Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR. 

Music and Lyrics by Tim Minchin, Book by Dennis Kelly 
Bailey Graham as Bruce 

Soloists: Reagan Aston, Izzy Gonzalez, Cecilia Taylor 
Gymnasts: Colleen Hoerner, Mia Frederick, Serena Hamilton,  

Josie Lee & The Cast 
 

Revolting Children can be interpreted in two ways: as rebellious  
children, or possibly disgusting children, you be the judge.   
Mark your calendar: Champaign Central High School will present  
Matilda November 17-20 (featuring nine Penguin mentors)!!! 
 
 

“Writing Down the Story of My Life”  
from Junie B. Jones The Musical JR. 

 Music by Zina Goldrich, Book and Lyrics by Marcy Heisler 
Madeline Osterbur as Junie B., Brendan Schall as Herb 

Junie’s Friends:  Sarah Evans, Summer Schauber, Izzy Gonzalez,  
Serena Hamilton, Summer Nagele 

A musical based on Barbara Park’s bestselling series.  
 

“Freak Flag” from Shrek The Musical JR. 
Music by Jeanine Tesori, Book and Lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire 

Cecilia Taylor as Gingy, Alex Tartakovsky as Ugly Duckling,  
Brendan Schall as Pinocchio, Isannah Scott as Mama Bear  

& The Cast 
In this groovy final number, the Fairytale characters in Shrek’s world 
help Pinocchio see that even though they're “freaks,” it’s not a bad 
thing to be and they should embrace it. It is the offenders who need to 
change their minds. The song is about accepting Who You Are and not 
listening to people who make you feel like an outcast.   
 
 
 
 



 

GETTING TO KNOW THE ARTISTS 
 

Reagan Aston is a freshman at Academy High School, loves performing arts, 
and dreams of being a Disney Imagineer. This is their first Penguin Project 
production. Reagan has tended to be a behind-the-scenes performer up to this 
point and has had a blast being on stage! 
 
Chloe Briskin is attending Parkland College and the Unit 4 YAP. This is her 
fourth CUTC Penguin Project, and her performances have included roles in 
Aladdin, Mulan, and High School Musical. Chloe enjoys writing, leadership, 
and advocacy. She has written witty interstitials and researched songs to create 
heartfelt program notes for Pure Imagination. Penguins learn to soar from their 
theater opportunities! Chloe loves acting with mentor June Coleman. Thanks 
so much, June and Penguin staff! 
 
Sarah Evans is a first year student at Champaign’s Young Adult Program  
but has been in musicals since middle school. She’s been in productions of 
Alice In Wonderland, Once Upon This Island, High School Musical, and  
Frozen. She loves being in Penguin Project and loves singing and dancing  
for her friends and family! 
 
Mia Frederick is a junior at St Joseph-Ogden High School, and this is her first 
time in the Penguin Project & she loves it! 
 
Izzy Gonzalez is a freshman theatre major at Parkland College, where she  
will perform in Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors in mid-November. She 
joined Penguin Project in its first year and it sparked her passion for acting! 
She has loved playing the Genie in Aladdin, Qian-Po in Mulan, Sharpay in HS 
Musical and Elsa in Frozen. She has also studied with Jacki Loewenstein at 
Class Act studio. 
 
Bailey Graham is a sophomore at Centennial High School and Circle Acade-
my. This is her second Penguin Project. She was previously in CUTC's Frozen. 
She loves being a part of the theater experience and spending time with her 
Penguin friends. 
 
Serena Hamilton graduated from high school in 2021. She loves theater. Her 
previous roles include ensemble in Les Misérables, Into the Woods, and All 
Shook Up (canceled in 2020). She was a narrator in CUTC's Aladdin, Mulan in 
Mulan Jr., Taylor Mckessie in High School Musical, and a citizen in No Place 
Like Nowhere. She has also taken part in CUSR theater classes/productions. 
Serena loves to help in various ways, including backstage and costumes. She 
hopes to continue to be a part of theatre throughout her life. 
 
Preston Hodges is an 18-year-old from Mahomet. He has been involved in 
CUTC's Penguin Project since its inception in 2016. Preston has had roles in 

Disney's Aladdin (2016), Disney's Mulan (2017), Disney's High School Musi-
cal Jr (2018), Disney's Frozen (2019), and A Night of Seussical Cabaret 

(2022). He is excited to add Pure Imagination to the list. Preston is currently 
enrolled in Mahomet-Seymour's ATLAS program and will graduate in 2026. 

He enjoys playing video games, sports, and working at Salt and Light. 

 
.  

GETTING TO KNOW THE ARTISTS 
 
Colleen Hoerner is in the Young Adult Program at Unit 4. Colleen has  
participated in the Penguin Project since its inaugural year in Champaign. She 
was in Aladdin, Mulan, High School Musical, and Frozen. She is excited to 
have her first solo this year. Colleen enjoys gymnastics, baseball, and K-Pop 
music. She wants to thank Kellyn for being her mentor this year. Colleen loves 
her family, friends, and teachers and is excited to sing for them. She wants to 
thank everyone at CUTC's Penguin Project for this amazing opportunity! 
 
Josie Lee is a 6th grader at Urbana Middle School. This is her first Penguin 
production. She has had a blast learning new things and meeting new people 
and cannot wait to make her theatrical debut! 
 
Heather Lowe is a senior at Urbana High School, and this is her second  
Penguin Project production. Her previous roles included school announcer and 
cheerleader in High School Musical. Heather will be happy to sign autographs 
after the show. 
 
Maxwell Morgan is a 5th grader at Carrie Busey. He is very excited to be 
making his acting debut!!! For fun, Maxwell loves singing, dancing, Roblex, 
playing XBox, and reading. He has had so much fun getting to know his  
Mentor, Laney (who just so happens to be Daddy's voice student). 
 
Summer Nagele is a senior at Central High School, and this is her fifth  
Penguin Project production. Her previous CUTC roles have included  
Jasmine in Aladdin, Laozi in Mulan, Kelsey Nielsen in High School  
Musical, and Young Elsa in Frozen. She also played Daughter of Want in A 
Christmas Carol, Abdullah Attendant in Franklin's Aladdin, and JoJo in 
CUSR's Seussical. Summer loves acting, singing, advocating, and being on 
stage. She also enjoys spending time with family and friends. Big thanks to  
her mentor, Bess.  
 
Madeline Osterbur is a senior at St. Joseph-Ogden High School. This is her 
fourth Penguin Project production. Madeline was part of CUTC's Mulan, High 
School Musical, and Frozen. Madeline had the amazing experience of playing 
Anna in Frozen. Each year it has been amazing to see Madeline grow through 
the Penguin Project!! 
 
Katherine Powell is a fourth grader at White Heath School, and this is her first 
Penguin Project production. In her spare time, she enjoys playing with her 
three cats and swinging from the monkey bars. 
 
Hazel Rempe Malekin is a freshman at Central High School. This is her first 
Penguin production, and she has been so excited to work with Kate, her former 
Best Buddy at Edison Middle School! She was previously in the chorus of  
Curtains at Edison and featured as Baby Shark in her 5th grade musical at  
Bottenfield Elementary. 
 
Brendan Schall is a senior at Paxton-Buckley-Loda High school, and this is 
his fourth Penguin Project production. He has acted in Mulan, High School 
Musical, and Frozen. He loves to sing and dance and is looking forward to 
performing in this year's production! 
 
 


